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50 years of change at UniBE

Third Space  - Indicator of Change at the University of Bern

Third Space Jobs avant la lettre

1968 Communications
1990 Europe: „Koordinationsstelle für Europafragen - eurocor“

Equality: „Abteilung für die Gleichstellung von Frauen und Männern“
Didactics: „Koordinationsstelle für Weiterbildung“

2009 Welcome Center

2015 Grant Office
2017 Quality and Accreditation, International Communication, Chargée des 

affaires francophone
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- Who pushed for it?

- Where was the subject or position installed?

- What development did the position take?

- What‘s the new baby‘s name?

Third Space  - Indicator of Change at the University of Bern

What‘s interesting about „job history“?



4

50 years of change at the University of Bern 

Third Space  - Indicator of Change at the University of Bern

Third Space jobs avant la lettre

Communication

1968

Europe, Equality, Didactics

1990 2009 2015 2017

Quality & Accreditation
International Communication
Chargée des affaires francophone

Welcome Center

Grants Office
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- Political pressure

- Political decisions and programs on the federal level

- Competition within the national and the international system

- Trend awareness from within the university

Third Space  - Indicator of Change at the University of Bern

Push factors
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- Rector, Vice-rector

- commission

- Was it part of the general strategy?
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Where was the subject/position installed?
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What development did it take?

Koordinations-
stelle für 
Europafragen

Commission

Research within Europe

International 
Mobility / Relations 
+ Welcome Center 

Vice-Rectorates
Grant Office 
(Euresearch)

UniBE
International 

International 
Communication
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- “Vorsteherin einer zentralen Einheit der Universität“

- „Female person overseeing a central unit of the university“

Or: fill in your profession
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What‘s in a name?
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Or: Have we come to terms with our jobs?

Third Space  - Indicator of Change at the University of Bern

Recommendations

In the science debate In the institution / 
organisation On the job / in life

- Third Space / 
Hochschul-
professionen

- Definition / description

- Wissenschaftliche 
Mitarbeiter*innen

- To be found is a 
general description

- Terms borrowed from
anglosaxon
institutions

- Individual job
description
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- On the job: get aligned with strategy soon.
- In the institution: 

- find a general description of the third-space-jobs, 
with room for developement.

- find names for the specific jobs.
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Recommendations




