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The presentation and discussion took place in english 
 
Presentation «Promotion of health services respecting planetary boundaries»  
Prof. Nicolas Senn, University of Lausanne 
→ Presentation_Senn_Sustainability_20231121.pdf 
 
Discussion 
- The Ethics Committee of Geneva Hospitals is beginning a reflection on climate change and 

its impact on the health system.  
- So far, the focus has been on adaptation to climate change and its impact on health 

systems, rather than on prevention from a health system perspective. There is a lack of 
modeling studies and hypotheses in the health sector on adaptation to climate change. 
Where we know we can adapt or mitigate is in the emissions of the health infrastructure - but 
less is known about other adaptation strategies. We are also seeing an increase in the 
emergence of infectious diseases, and we know the burden this places on health systems. 
Heat and cold waves also pose health challenges. 

- There is a need to combine individual and structural changes to address climate-related 
health challenges. Social inequalities can pose significant challenges to health systems and 
require a broader approach.  

- Ethicists should reflect on the role that advocacy can play; it can be challenging to avoid 
greenwashing and ethics washing. 

- In June 2023, the Swiss Consortium for Sustainable Health and Ecological Transformation 
of the Healthcare System was founded. The aim of the consoritum is to promote synergies 
between partners, to make existing efforts visible and to promote innovative ideas that can 
reduce the environmental impact of healthcare services. In the highly fragmented Swiss 
healthcare system in particular, cooperation between the various stakeholders and the joint 
implementation of effective measures poses difficult. The establishment of the consortium is 
a response to this challenge (Vgl. Further information on the Consortium, here). More and 
more institutions and hospitals want to join the consortium 

 
Einladung und Call for Abstracts, SGBE-Seminar «One Health und Ethik» 2024 
- SGBE Winterseminar vom, 18.-20. Januar 2024, Bigorio (TI) 
- Hauptthema 2024 sind ethische Herausforderungen im Bereich von One Health (bzw. 

Planetary Health, One Medicine, etc.). One Health Ansätze sind ganzheitliche 
Strategien, welche die komplexen Verflechtungen und Abhängigkeiten von menschlicher, 
tierlicher und Umweltgesundheit anerkennen. Sie fordern fachübergreifende 
Zusammenarbeit, um die Gesundheit von Mensch, Tier und Umwelt nachhaltig zu 
gestalten und zu optimieren. 

- Themenvorschläge für Vorträge zu ethischen Fragen und Herausforderungen von One 
Health können bis zum 17. Dezember 2023 mit einem Abstract eingereicht werden.  

- Anmeldeschluss für Teilnahme am Seminar: 29. Dezember 2023 
Kontakt: angela.martin@unibas.ch   

 
 
Nächstes Treffen:  
Dienstag, 16. Januar 2024, 20:00h, Zoom 
Link: https://uzh.zoom.us/j/62830153526?pwd=RVYwTW0xb0pXRXRDZjJlZ0xFZWY2Zz09  
 

https://www.samw.ch/de/Projekte/Uebersicht-der-Projekte/Konsortium-oekologischer-wandel.html
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