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Swiss Association of University Teachers of English

Scholarly and research activities

The SAUTE biennal conference, held in May at the University of Fribourg, treated the subject of Performing the Self: the Construction of Pre-Modern and Modern Identities in English Language and Literature. The conference, dedicated to the memory of the late Robert Rehder, brought three notable guest speakers to Fribourg: the Indian writer Amit Chaudhuri, Michael Dobson of Birkbeck College London, and Nicolas Coupland of the University of Cardiff. Papers were also presented by 21 members of SAUTE. A selection of the proceedings of this conference, edited by Didier Maillat and Karen Junod, will be published as number 24 in the series Swiss Papers in English Language and Literature (SPELL). The next biennial conference will be held at the University of Berne in 2011.

Two other issues of SPELL have been published this year. SPELL 22, on Pretexts, Intertextualities and the Construction of Textual Identities, is edited by Indira Ghose and Denis Renevey. It is based on papers from the 2008 conference of the Swiss Association of Medieval and Early Modern Studies (SAMEMES). SPELL 23, Writing American Women: Text, Gender, Performance, is edited by Thomas Austenfeld and Agnieszka Soltysik, and is based on papers from the 2008 conference of the Swiss Association of North American Studies (SANAS).
Administration

The Annual General Assembly was held May 9 in conjunction with the biennial conference at Fribourg. Two travel awards were announced of Sfr. 500 each for scholarly research being conducted by doctoral students Juliane Langenbach and Kareen Klein. A welcome sign of interest in SAUTE, especially on the part of young scholars, was the election of a record 28 new members. 

Coordination

SAUTE was pleased to assist in defraying travel expenses for researchers attending the annual conference known as Swiss Work in English Language and Linguistics (SWELL), held in March at the University of Fribourg. A similar arrangement exists to help support the activities of the Swiss Association of Medieval and Early Modern Studies. Andreas Jucker, our representative on the board of the European Society of English Studies (ESSE), attended the ESSE meeting at Szeged, Hungary, and reported back to us with his usual thoroughness. Prof. Jucker also represented SAUTE at the Anglistentag of the Deutscher Anglistenverband, held this year Klagenfurt. 

Finally, we thank our colleagues at the University of Zurich for the 2008-09 edition of English Studies at Swiss Universities, the annual publication that provides detailed information on English studies at eight Swiss universities, as well as a bibliography of the scholarly publications of SAUTE members.   

David Spurr, President

8 December 2009
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