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Swiss Association for the Studies of Science, Technology and Society 

Wissenschaftliche Tätigkeit

Tagungen

– «As Times Goes Byte» (Berne, January)

On January 30, STS-CH organized a guided visit at the Museum of Communication in Berne (mfk.ch). Beatrice Tobler, curator of Computer Collection and New Media, led the group through the permanent exhibition «As Time Goes Byte. Computer and Digital Culture», which had received the «Dibner Award for excellence in museums and museum exhibits» by the Society for the History of Technology.
Organized by Sibylle Obrecht (Basel and Freiburg/Brsg).

– «Present and Future Developments of STS in Lausanne», information and discussion event (Lausanne, March 2008)

On the occasion of the annual General Assembly 2009, STS-CH invited colleagues from Lausanne for a mutual exchange of ideas about actual and planned STS-activities in the Lausanne area. The event was well attended and presented a good opportunity to update information and exchange thoughts about the ‘state of art’ in Swiss STS. The event also provided a platform for young scholars in Lausanne to inform themselves about and become involved in future activities. 

Organized by Olivier Glassey (University of Lausanne)
– «History of Knowledge and Transnational History: Theoretical Approaches and Empirical Perspectives» (Basel, September)

This international conference has been jointly organized by STS-CH and the History Department at University of Basel. It took place September 10/11, 2009 at the University of Basel. 

The conference discussed the intersection between the history of knowledge and transnational history, focusing on the theoretical and empirical potential of such a venture. Both approaches have turned out to be highly innovative over the past years. 

The conference brought together a total of 50 people, among them some of the leading scholars in the field, a group of junior researchers, and students in history, social anthropology, science and technology studies, and African studies from the University of Basel and other academic institutions. A publication is planned.
Keynote speakers included: Saul Dubow, Brighton/Sussex, UK; David Livingstone, Belfast, UK; Nancy Jacobs, Brown, USA; Jakob Vogel, University of Cologne, Germany
Organized by Patrick Harries / Martin Lengwiler (History Department, University of Basel) together with STS-CH.
– «The Five Senses of Science», Conference (University of Tübingen, November)

On November 27-28, 2009 the first joint conference  of STS-CH and the German STS association (GWTF) was held at the University of Tübingen in Germany. The conference focused on the sensual aspects of science. Several talks focused on images and visual aspects while others discussed the implications of hearing, tasting, or smelling in research.

The conference was a success, and amongst the participants were a range of young scholars presenting either their doctoral or postdoctoral work. Exciting discussions, and a gentle and fruitful atmosphere inspired to co-organized other events with GWTF in the future.

Organized by Regula Valérie Burri (STS-CH); Cornelius Schubert (GWTF) and Jörg Strübing (GWTF).

International Relations

As mentioned, STS-CH co-organized a conference with the German Gesellschaft für Wissenschafts- und Technikforschung (GWTF) in 2009. This event contributed to strengthen the network between STS-CH and GWTF.

In addition, contact has been maintained with the following associations and organizations in Switzerland and abroad:

–
Committee for sociology of science and technology, Swiss Sociological Association

–
Swiss Society for Cultural Studies (SSCS)


–
Sektion Wissenschafts- und Technikforschung, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Soziologie

–
4S – The Society for Social Studies of Science 
–
EASST – The European Association for the Study of Science and Technology

Public Relations

Mailing list

The mailing list is a vital tool for maintaining a network of STS scholars across Switzerland. In December 2009, the list has a total of 240 subscribers. 

Due to decisions of the IT Services at the University of Zurich, the STS_L-list has been migrated from "majordomo" software to «sympa» software in the end of March 2009.

Contact: Christoph Müller (sts_l-editor@soziologie.lists.uzh.ch)

Webpage

URL: www.sts-ch.org
Contact: Mario.Kaiser@unibas.ch

Zürich, 15 December 2009
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